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We are proud to serve as Co-Chairs of the Planning Committee for the 25th Anniversary of the FDR Memorial Wheelchair Statue, organized by the FDR Memorial 
Legacy Committee (FDR Committee).    

As you review this packet of information and available sponsorship opportunities, we encourage you to support this historic anniversary at which we will 
celebrate and honor “a Monument to Freedom”, the disabled Americans who fought tirelessly to remove disability from the shadows of history and to enshrine 
what leadership can look like, and the FDR Memorial itself as a beacon of hope and unyielding dedication to the ideals of our nation. 

This is an opportunity for you to not only attach yourself to this historic and iconic Memorial, it’s also an opportunity to engage in meaningful discussions around 
the epic campaign for the wheelchair statue, its impact, and what more we can do to ensure that it is a lasting dedication, not only to President Roosevelt, but to 
the millions who visit the Memorial each year. 

While there will be much to share about this historic gathering in the months to come, we hope that you will take this opportunity to reserve your sponsorship 
today.  Please contact Mary E. Dolan, FDR Committee, Co-Founder and Executive Director at mary@fdrmemoriallegacy.com or 202-368-1083.

Sincerely, 

James Roosevelt, Jr. Esq.U.S. Senator Tom Harkin (retired)

Dear Friends & Supporters,
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On January 10, 2001, the FDR Wheelchair 
Statue was Dedicated by President Bill Clinton

President Clinton speaks at the dedication.

Friends and allies, including former U.S. Senator Max Cleland (center in a 
wheelchair) at the statue.

Anne Roosevelt speaks at dedication. Audience listening to President Clinton at dedication.

The Dedication

This culminated the six-year fight led by the disability 
community to include FDR’s disability at the Memorial. 

Hundreds of people with disabilities and allies 
gathered to celebrate what President Clinton called a 
“monument to freedom”.

Three million people visit the FDR Memorial annually 
and they are greeted by FDR in his wheelchair.

Photos: Tom Olin
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Top:: Left to right, Jill Jacobs, Jim Dickson, Kirk Bauer, Eduardo 
Burkhart, Alan Reich, Joan Challinor behind Alan. Justin Dart.

Bottom: Jim Dickson speaks at a rally with Justin Dart next to 
him.

Mike Deland (center in a wheelchair) speaks at a rally.

The Six Year Fight for Representation

Led by disabled Americans to fight stigma and to ensure that 
future generations knew that President Roosevelt led the 
country and the world in a wheelchair. 

Rallies, letter writing campaigns, and protests were held to 
demand FDR’s disability be represented clearly.

Over 50 disability organizations endorsed the campaign to add 
the statue of FDR in his wheelchair.

All of the then living former Presidents lent their support to 
the campaign.

16 grandchildren of President Roosevelt and First Lady Eleanor 
Roosevelt supported the inclusion of a depiction of their 
grandfather as a person who used a wheelchair writing:  “It 
would be a disservice to history and the public’s interest if the 
impact of polio on the man were to be hidden.”
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25th Anniversary Events to Include:

• The artistry of the Memorial including Larry Halprin’s 

landscape design as the first memorial to be 

wheelchair accessible, Robert Graham’s statue of a 

life-sized FDR and the contributions of the other great 

artists Leonard Baskin, George Segal, Neil Estern and 

John Benson.

• The impact of FDR’s disability experience on his 

leadership and presidency, including his influence 

on rehabilitation and independent living of disabled 

people. 

• Historic preservation challenges and opportunities for 

the FDR Memorial - from protecting bricks and mortar 

to stories and histories. 

Webinars and In-Person Discussions on
Topics Such As:

Ceremony at the FDR Memorial

Reception

Panel Discussion

Public Outreach Events

with government, corporate, community and disability 

leaders. The ceremony will include a recommitment 

to the goals of the FDR wheelchair statue - inclusion, 

accessibility and representation.  

to honor and recognize leaders past and present 

including those who made the FDR Memorial and the 

wheelchair statue a reality.

with disability leaders who were part of the FDR 

wheelchair statue fight to discuss the meaning and 

impact of their activism and advice for new generations. 

including docent tours of the Memorial and special 

screenings of the educational documentary short FDR: 

Great Abilities about the wheelchair statue fight.
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Sponsorship Opportunities
• Reserved premiere speaking opportunity at multiple events  
• Invitations for you and guests to meet and greet with VIP guests    
• Prominent name and logo recognition on website and on 

materials for all events
• Joint social media promotions around anniversary events  
• Verbal recognition at events  
• Blog opportunities  
• Feature mention in press release including a quote  
• Dedicated staff liaison for anniversary events  
• FDR Committee leadership available to speak or present at 

corporate, foundation or non-profit event 

• Reserved speaking opportunity at an events
• Invitations for you and guests to meet and greet with VIP guests
• Prominent name and logo recognition on website and on 

materials for all events
• Joint social media promotions around anniversary events
• Verbal recognition at events
• Dedicated staff liaison for anniversary events 

PLATINUM 
SPONSOR 

$50,000

DIAMOND 
SPONSOR 

$100,000
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• Select number of invitations to special invite only event
• Name and logo recognition on materials for select event 
• Verbal recognition at event

• Select number of invitations to special invite only event
• Name and logo recognition on event material
• Verbal recognition at events

• Two invitations to invite-only event 
• Name and logo recognition

GOLD 
SPONSOR 

$25,000

SILVER 
SPONSOR 

$10,000

BRONZE 
SPONSOR 

$5,000

Sponsorship Opportunities
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Will Support the Work of the FDR Memorial Legacy Committee 

Your Sponsorship

• Funding the commemorative and educational events for 
the 2026 anniversary. 

• Ongoing preservation advocacy and monitoring to 
protect this great Memorial. 

• Engaging with youth groups and schools in leadership 
opportunities at the Memorial and providing lesson plans 
and instructional support to teachers to educate a new 
generation. 

• Promoting ongoing improvements in inclusion and 
accessibility at the FDR Memorial.
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Board of Directors   

Advisory Board

Helena Berger
Chair

Joyce A. Bender

Linda Bloss-Baum, J.D.

Jim Dickson*

The Honorable Luis Gallegos

Steven Graham**

Daria Halprin

Senator Tom Harkin (retired)

Judith Heumann**

I. King Jordan, Ph.D.

John D. Kemp

John P. Langan

Christine Liao

Meg O’Connell

Katherine Ott

William Raimondo

Louise Raymond

Anna Eleanor Roosevelt

Christopher du Pont Roosevelt, J.D.

James Roosevelt, Jr., J.D.

Richard Allen Simms

Paul Sparrow

David B. Woolner, Ph.D.

Jane Deland*
Vice Chair

Carlos Avila
Secretary

Eli Yussuf
Treasurer

Mary E. Dolan*
Executive Director

Christopher Bell Arlene King Berry, J.D. Mary Kay Turner

*Co-Founder
**Posthumous Emeritus
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Larry Halprin, landscape architect of the memorial, speaking at 
event following dedication.

Hollywood legend Lauren Bacall at the dedication of the 
wheelchair statue in 2001.

Peter Kovler receives a maquette of the FDR Wheelchair 
Statue from Alan Reich (left).

Gordon and Llura Gund (center) are presented with a 
Braille Plaque at the wheelchair statue dedication in 2001. 
Alan Reich (left), Kelly Douglas (right) holding plaque.

I King Jordan, Ph.D. speaks at campaign rally for 
representation of FDR in a wheelchair.

Secretary of Transportation in Clinton Administration, Rodney 
Slater (right) and Secretary of HHS, Donna Shalala (center).

Former Congressman Jim Langevin (left), Marca Bristo, 
(right of FDR) and Anne Roosevelt (right).

Honoring Our History

Justin and Yoshiko Dart sit at dedication in 2001. 
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John Kemp (left), Judy Heuman (center), Dr. I King Jordan 
(right) at FDR wheelchair statue dedication. 

Alan Reich at rally for representation of the wheelchair statue 
at the FDR Memorial.

Jane Deland (right) and Dr. Young Woo Kang (left) at FDR 
wheelchair statue dedication. 

Hugh Gallagher speaking at rally for FDR wheelchair statue. 

Evan Kemp (center) protests with other individuals at the rally. Judy Heumann, and Marca Bristo with Anne Roosevelt at the 
dedication. 

Honoring Our History

Former DC Mayor Marion Barry (right) with 
Justin Dart (left).

FDR Wheelchair Statue sculptor Robert Graham speaks at 
2001 dedication of the FDR wheelchair statue. 
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Chronicling the History of the Fight for Disability 
Representation at the FDR Memorial

Archives

To see our current archives: 
https://fdrmemoriallegacy.com/news/flipbook/
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For sponsorship information contact 
Mary E. Dolan,
Co-Founder and Executive Director, 
FDR Memorial Legacy Committee
202-368-1083 
mary@fdrmemoriallegacy.com

1629 K Street, #300, Washington, DC 20006
https://fdrmemoriallegacy.com/

The FDR Memorial Legacy Committee (FDR Committee) was 
founded in 2019, and operates as the friends group for the FDR 
Memorial in Washington, DC.  The mission of the FDR Committee 
is to promote education about the FDR Memorial, to improve 
inclusion and accessibility so all visitors can experience the 
Memorial and to preserve the Memorial for future generations.  
The organization, borne out of the successful disability led 
campaign in the 1990s for disability representation at the 
Memorial, is committed to sharing the diverse perspectives of 
the Roosevelt era and that era’s legacy today. 

TO DONATE VISIT:

https://fdrmemoriallegacy.com/giving/

OR SCAN THIS QR CODE


